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Universidad de Costa Rica 
Facultad de Letras 
Escuela de Lenguas Modernas 
 

Course outline II-2025 
 

Course Name: Communication and 
Pronunciation Techniques I 

Prerequisites:LM-1240, LM-0353 o LM-
1244, LM-1245 

Course Code:LM-1351 Co-requisites: None 

Credits: 5 Cycle: V 

Schedule: 
6 hours per week of in-class work 
9 hours per week of out-of-class work 

Type: Regular 

Level: Third Year Modality: 100% virtual 

 

I. DESCRIPTION 

  This is a third-year oral course aimed at students with an intermediate level of English. 
The course focuses on informative speeches and group discussions, their modalities, and 
techniques. By the end of the course, students will be able to deliver informative speeches 
and participate in outlined group discussions, applying public speaking skills and 
communicating fluently and accurately at a high-intermediate level of English. This course is 
100% virtual and will be delivered through the platform Mediación Virtual (MV). 
 

II. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

In this course, students will: 
• Develop a topic orally and base their ideas on updated and reliable information. 
• Use various reliable sources to develop the topics of their online oral presentations. 
• Deliver informative speeches and participate in group discussions online, correctly 

pronouncing segments (vowels and consonants) and accurately using 
suprasegmental features (word and sentence stress) in English. 

• Use appropriate vocabulary and structures to address an online audience. 
• Employ various strategies and skills for online public speaking. 
• Act as effective interlocutors, becoming active participants and attentive listeners. 
• Evaluate their own work and that of their peers. 
• Correctly pronounce English consonants and vowels. 
• Transcribe commonly used words and phrases, as well as others related to the 

course content using the Symbols for Phonetic Transcriptions from the Oral Courses 
Section to improve their language skills. 

• Improve their listening comprehension through exposure to audio materials. 
 

III. CONTENTS 

 

A. Public Speaking 
1. Principles of public speaking 
2. Informative speech 
3. Group discussions 

B. Discussion Topics 
1. Violence 
2. Global and regional conflicts 
3. Human rights violations 
4. Resource exploitation 

C. Pronunciation 
Review of American English consonants 

• The 24 consonant sounds 
• Voiced and voiceless consonants 
• Production of consonant sounds 
• Practice of consonants / θ /, / ∫ /, and / 

v / 
Consonant sounds 

• Laterals / l / 
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5. Social responsibility 
 

• Retroflex / r / 
• Nasals / n /, / m /, and / ŋ / 
• Semiconsonants / w / and / j / 

Consonant substitutions 
• / θ /, / t /, & / s /; / ð /, / d /, & / z / 
• / dʒ / & / j / 
• / ∫ / & / t∫ / 
• / b /, / v /, / w /, & / hw / 
• / f / 
• Final / m /, / n /, / ŋ /, & / ŋk / 
• / h / 
4. Word stress 
5. Phonetic transcriptions 

 

 
IV. METHODOLOGY 

Students will work individually, in pairs and/or in groups to carry out various tasks. 
Class time will be divided among public speaking theory and online practice, pronunciation 
topics, and listening comprehension exercises. Students will transcribe key words and 
phrases related to the content studied in the course. Class time will also be dedicated to the 
discussion of topics related to social issues.  

On-line speeches, discussions, and pronunciation practices will be regularly carried out 
in class. Mediación Virtual will be used as the official platform where the instructor will upload 
documents, presentations, videos, links, and any other material deemed appropriate to meet 
the course objectives. Students must make sure they are registered and are responsible for 
frequent logging-in, desirably, daily. Some sessions—or segments thereof—may be recorded. 
Your instructor will notify you when he/she starts recording. Interaction with classmates and 
the professors is a must to complete the course objectives. All synchronous sessions will be 
hosted in Zoom, on THIS link, unless otherwise specified. 

Since this is a virtual course, students must have a well-stablished capacity to carry out 
regular online classes and evaluations. For example, students must have a functional internet 
bandwidth, a computer or tablet and a quiet space to take the synchronous sessions and 
evaluations.  Due to the importance of body language in communication and for the objectives 
of the course, the use of camera will be required in all synchronous sessions.( Resolución 
VD-12784-2023) 

 
 

V. ASSESSMENT** 

 

Short quizzes (minimum 2) 20% 

Informative speech 15% 

Group discussion 15% 

Exam I 25% 

Exam II 25% 

Total  100% 

 
**All oral assessments will be recorded in audio and/or video. 
  

https://udecr.zoom.us/j/2741607818?pwd=ZXdmVDBRc1hhS3UrQzFqS0NSSG5MZz09
https://vd.ucr.ac.cr/sites/default/files/2024-09/Resolucion-Vicerrectoria-de-Docencia-VD-12784-2023.pdf
https://vd.ucr.ac.cr/sites/default/files/2024-09/Resolucion-Vicerrectoria-de-Docencia-VD-12784-2023.pdf
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VI. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

         This section provides information about various aspects related to the course 
assessment. 
 
A.The symbols included in the document titled Symbols for Phonetic Transcription in 
the Oral Courses Section will be used. These symbols are included in the course 
pronunciation booklet. 
 
B. Quizzes will be announced one week in advance. These may assess readings or 
listening comprehension activities related to the topics discussed in class, principles of 
oral expression or pronunciation, assigned oral tasks, transcriptions, and any other 
content studied in class or assigned by the instructor. 
 
C. Aspects to consider for the speeches: 

• Both online informative speeches (prepared and Exam I) will be conducted 
individually and will last 8 minutes. 

• Students may choose a topic of their preference as long as it relates to the 
following general themes: violence, regional and global conflicts, human rights 
violations, resource exploitation (from a socioeconomic perspective), and social 
responsibility. 

• Speeches on topics related to bioethics, the environment, health, media, or 
technology will not be accepted. 

• Students must report both topics for their informative speeches to their 
instructors within the first two weeks of class. 

• Topics will be approved on a first-come, first-served basis, so students may not 
repeat topics. If a student requests a topic that has already been chosen, they 
must approach it from a different perspective. 

• Students must have their topics approved before starting their outlines. 
• The outline is not graded. However, since it is a crucial part of the presentation, 

students are encouraged to submit it. 
• Students who do not report their topics or submit their outline when requested do 

so with full knowledge of the consequences. In these cases, they will not receive 
feedback. 

• Visual aids are mandatory. 
 

D. For group discussions: 
• The same topic restrictions apply to both online discussions (prepared and Exam 

II). 
• During the first two weeks of the second half of the semester, groups will report 

their two discussion topics. 
• Students will work in groups of 4 or 5 members and will have 40 to 50 minutes to 

carry out the discussion online. Each group member is responsible for their own 
participation and the group’s performance. Due to the nature of this assessment, 
visual aids are welcomed, but not required. 

• Students must have their topics approved before beginning the outline. 
• Students who do not report their topics or submit the outline when requested do 

so with full knowledge of the consequences. In these cases, they will not receive 
feedback. 

• If a group member is absent or late on the day of any evaluation (speech or 
discussion), the student will only be allowed to reschedule the test with a valid 
justification. Otherwise, the student will receive a grade of zero (0), and the 
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remaining group members will carry out the presentation. This means the others 
must present the portion originally assigned to the absent student. 
 

E. The following guidelines apply to both group discussions and informative speeches: 
• Students will not be allowed to read or memorize their speeches or discussions. 

Those who do will be asked to stop their presentation. They will only be allowed 
to continue if they comply with the established rules. Otherwise, they will 
automatically receive a grade of 5.0 or lower. 

• Outlines must be complete and follow the formal format instructions (see model 
outline in the anthology). All outlines must include the transcription of 10 key 
words per topic. 

• Students may only use cue cards or a copy of their idea outline (not the full 
script). These support materials may only include: keywords, sources, 
transcriptions of difficult words, and bibliographic citations. Students must show 
their cue cards before starting the presentation to demonstrate they meet the 
requirements. 

• Topics used in the informative speech and group discussions may not be reused 
for the midterm or final exam. 

• Once the allotted time for an online oral evaluation has passed, the presenters’ 
audio will be muted, and they must stop. They will lose the points assigned to the 
remaining sections. 

• It is the student’s responsibility to record their oral evaluations to reflect on their 
performance afterward. 

• Students' cameras must be turned on during all evaluations. Instructors will 
record all presentations in audio and/or video. Students must base any 
complaints on these recordings. Instructors may record all evaluations and/or 
any other formative activity they consider necessary, but they are not required to 
share these recordings with students. Students must also record their own 
presentations, since any complaint or appeal must be based on these 
recordings, specifying the exact timestamp (minute, second) for review. 

• Any specific concerns about feedback or exam grades must be discussed with 
both instructors. 

• Presentation dates will be determined by random draw and will not be 
negotiable. 

• Students must cite varied and reliable sources (internet, interviews, books, 
newspapers, academic journals, etc.) in every oral evaluation. Specifically, each 
student must cite at least three sources in each informative speech and group 
discussion. 

• Performance in one evaluation category will affect the grade received in the 
others. For example, poor performance in linguistic aspects (grammar, fluency, 
vocabulary, pronunciation) will negatively impact the grades in content and 
organization, and vice versa. 

• For phonetic transcriptions, the symbols approved by the Oral Courses 
Coordination of the School of Modern Languages will be used. These are 
available in the course anthology. 
 

F. CLASS RULES 
• Students who do not attend their evaluation, speech, or group discussion will not 

be allowed to take the test unless they present the required documentation as 
established by the University’s regulations. 

• Late presentations will not be accepted. 
• Out of respect for classmates and instructors, students who join late to 
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informative speech or group discussion presentations must wait in the Zoom 
waiting room until the current presentation ends. 

 
 

Institutional Regulations: Every student in every course is subject to the regulations 
of the University of Costa Rica. Please review the following documents. 
 

REGLAMENTO DE ORDEN Y DISCIPLINA DE LOS ESTUDIANTES DE LA UNIVERSIDAD DE 

COSTA RICA 

 
REGLAMENTO DE RÉGIMEN ACADÉMICO ESTUDIANTIL 

 
LINEAMIENTOS ACADÉMICOS Y ADMINISTRATIVOS PARA LA DOCENCIA EN AMBIENTES 

VIRTUALES DE APRENDIZAJE 
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VIII. TENTATIVE COURSE SYLLABUS  

PART 1 INFORMATIVE SPEECHES 

Week 1   

(Aug. 11-15) 

 

August 15th: 

holiday 

● Introduction to the course  

● Course outline & syllabus  

● LAB 1 

● Diagnostic/review activities 

● Pre-class readings  

➢ Giving your first speech  

➢ Supporting your ideas  

➢ Organizing the body of the speech  

 

Week 2   

(Aug. 18-22) 

● LAB 2 

● Pre-class readings  

➢ Beginning and ending the speech  

➢ Delivery  

➢ Using visual aids  

Week 3  

(Aug. 25- 29) 

● Hand in outlines for prepared speech  

● LAB 3 

● Pre-class reading  

➢Perceptions of Professional and Non-Professional Millennial 

Men Towards the Street Harassment of Women in San Pedro 

Week 4   

(Sep. 1-5) 

● LAB 4   

● Pre-class reading  

➢  Streets: They’re for everyone but are hostile for women 

● Prepared informative speeches (if needed) 

Week 5  

(Sep. 8-12) 

 

 

● Prepared informative speeches 

Week 6   

(Sep. 15-19) 

September 15th: 

holiday 

● Feedback on prepared speeches 

● Hand in outline for Exam I.  

● LAB 5 

 

Week 7   

(Sep.22-26) 

Wellness Week 

● Preparation for Exam I 

● LAB 6 

● Start of Exam I (informative speech) if necessary 

Week 8  

(Sep. 29 -Oct.3) 

● Exam I (informative speech) 

PART 2 GROUP DISCUSSIONS 
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Week 9   

(Oct. 6-10) 

● Group formation (one group leader + four team participants)  

● Pre-class readings  

➢ Speaking in small groups 

● LAB 7 

Week 10  

(Oct. 13-17) 

● Feedback on midterm exam  

● Pre-class readings  

     ➢ Migration Definition Types Cause and Examples 

● LAB 8 

Week 11   

(Oct. 20- 24) 

● Hand in outlines for group discussions. 

● Pre-class reading  

➢ Missing and Exploited for Child Labor: Central American 

Migrant Children 

● LAB 9 

Week 12  

(Oct.27-31) 

● Mock group discussion / Teacher consultation  

● LAB 10 

 

Week 13  

(Nov.3-7) 

● Group discussions 

Week 14  

(Nov.10- 14) 

● LAB 11 

        ● Submit corrected outline for Exam II. 

Week 15  

(Nov. 17-21) 

● Feedback on group discussions  

● Preparation for Exam II  

● LAB 12 

● Exam II (prepared group discussions) (if needed) 

Week 16  

(Nov. 24- 28) 

 

● Exam II (prepared group discussions) 

* Note: This timetable is tentative and subject to changes as instructors deem desirable based on 
the number of students, the group’s progress, and any other relevant factor that may affect the 
development of the semester. Dates of midterm exams, final exams, and Ampliación are assigned by 
the Coordination and may not be changed. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES  
Oral Exam I: Week 8 (exams could start on September 26th depending on the number of 
students)     
Oral Exam II: Week 16 (exams could start on November 21st depending on the number of 
students)   
Grades due: Friday, December 5th 
Ampliación Exam: Wednesday, December 10th from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. Room TBA 

 


