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Universidad de Costa Rica 
Sistema de Estudios de Posgrado 
Escuela de Lenguas Modernas 
Posgrado en la Enseñanza del Inglés como Lengua Extranjera 
 
Master’s Program in Teaching English as a Foreign Language 
PF-0310 Pedagogical Grammar 
 

 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

I. DESCRIPTION 

This course has been designed to help pre-service and in-service teachers of English as a 

Foreign Language to understand and apply some of the principles of pedagogical and 

discourse grammar, to improve their knowledge of English grammar, and to develop hands-

on practice on the detection, analysis, and solution of grammatical mistakes. By applying 

research-backed principles to the teaching and learning of grammar, students will be able to 

integrate grammar teaching within a communicative syllabus as they will be focusing on 

grammar in use. In addition, by working on hands-on projects, they will develop the necessary 

skills to detect and correct their own grammatical mistakes and those of their students, thus 

not only improving their own production but also their teaching skills. The course meets for 

three hours a week and lasts 16 weeks.  

 

II. GENERAL OBJECTIVES 

 

By the end of the course, the students will be able to: 

 

1. Correctly apply principles of pedagogical and discourse grammar.  

2. Demonstrate advanced knowledge of English grammar.  

3. Design practical activities to detect, analyze, and correct grammar mistakes.  

 

 

 

Name: Pedagogical Grammar Prerequisites:  none 

Code: PF-0310 Corequisites: none 

Credits: 4 Cycle: III 
 

Weekly hours: 12  
(2 synchronous, 10 asynchronous) 
 

Classification: Open to students admitted to 
the MA/TEFL Program 

 Modality: Virtual  
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III. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

 

1. Demonstrate understanding of the interdependence of grammar and 

communication.  

2. Integrate the principles of grammar learning into English language teaching 

programs and materials.  

3. Identify problems second language learners may have when dealing with grammar.  

4. Make sound decisions for the selection of grammar content for the teaching of 

writing.  

5. Provide suggestions for solving grammar problems through the use of technological 

tools.  

6. Integrate corpus tools into English grammar teaching and materials design. 

 

IV. CONTENTS 

 

1. Grammar and communication 

a. What is grammar?  

b. Acquiring grammatical competence  

 

2. Grammar learning and teaching 

a. Principles of vocabulary and grammar learning  

b. Learning principles and grammar teaching  

c. Approaches to teaching grammar   

 

3. Grammatical points 

a. Grammar rules and constraints  

b. Factors affecting grammatical choices  

c. Sentence elements 

d. Noun phrases: types, elements, functions 

e. Verbs and verb phrases 

f. Clauses 

 

4. Grammatical errors 

a. Causes of errors 

b. Addressing errors 

 

5. Grammar and L2 writing instruction 

a. Why, how, and when to teach grammar  

b. Selecting grammar for teaching L2 writing  

 

6. Technology and grammar teaching 

a. Technological tools for grammar teaching  

b. Corpus tools and grammar teaching  
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V. METHODOLOGY 

The course will include a combination of lectures, student presentations, individual and/or group 

work activities, and whole class discussions. Reading assignments will form the basis of each 

lesson; the students should apply active reading skills to extract key information from the 

assigned material, connect it with their teaching practice, and prepare for class discussions and 

tasks.  

 

Synchronous classes will be taught online through the teleconferencing platform Zoom™. 

The students are required to maintain their cameras turned on according to UCR 

regulations and to the nature of this graduate program, where they are expected to participate 

actively during class discussions, presentations, and all group and online activities to better 

support skills development. In addition to participation, the students are expected to 

demonstrate effective monitoring of their oral and written production to further improve their 

competencies in English as a Foreign Language. 

 

Synchronous sessions will last approximately two hours, and the students will complete the 

remaining classwork asynchronously. This includes assigned readings from the course 

packet as well as other online materials and tasks. The institutional platform Mediación Virtual 

will serve as the official course platform and repository for all materials, guidelines, and 

assignments. Other digital platforms, linked through Mediación Virtual, may be used at the 

instructor’s discretion.  

 

VI. EVALUATION  

 

Grading will be based on the following criteria: 

 

In-class tasks (in groups).………………….……………20%  

Chapter presentation (in groups)..………….....……....10%  

Take-home exam (individual)………..………….……...20%  

Teaching project (in groups)…..…………….……..…...25% 

Research project (in groups)……………………………25% (20% report; 5% oral presentation) 

 

VII. IMPORTANT NOTES ON EVALUATION AND CLASS NORMS 

 

1. All oral and written assignments in the Master’s program will be graded based on 70% 

content and 30% correct language use (MA Committee agreement).  

2. Guidelines and rubrics will be provided.   

3. APA format, 7th edition, is required for the research report and other assignments where 

pertinent (e.g., in-text citations, references). See the official APA 7th edition guidelines at this 

link: https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines  

You may also use the Purdue University Online Writing Lab website: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/i

ndex.html  

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/index.html
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4. Students are expected to follow the codes of honor and academic ethics as set forth in the 

University regulations.  Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes 

of this University community.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated, for it threatens the 

foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge. 

Plagiarism/Cheating/Forgery/Collusion will be punished as severely as university regulations 

allow. 

5. UCR regulations are available online: https://www.cu.ucr.ac.cr/normativa/estudiantil.html 

Código de Ética de la Universidad de Costa Rica 

Régimen académico estudiantil, Reglamento de  
Hostigamiento Sexual, Reglamento de la Universidad de Costa Rica en contra del 
Orden y disciplina de los estudiantes de la Universidad de Costa Rica, Reglamento de 

6. As a courtesy to all, please silence your cell phones and be very attentive during class 
sessions. 

7. No late assignments or make-up exams are allowed, except as indicated in article 24 RRAE 
and in PPEILE regulations below.    

8. Assigned readings must be completed before class. 
9. All work must be word processed and conform to guidelines and instructions.  
10. Students are expected to provide classmates with respectful, critical feedback on their work 

when required.  
 
Reglamento de Régimen Académico Estudiantil 
ARTÍCULO 24. Cuando la persona estudiante se vea imposibilitada, por razones justificadas, para 

efectuar una evaluación en la fecha fijada, puede presentar una solicitud de reposición a más 

tardar en cinco días hábiles a partir del momento en que se reintegre normalmente a sus 

estudios. 

Son justificaciones, según lo que establece el artículo 14 bis de este reglamento, la muerte de 

parientes hasta de segundo grado, de una persona con la que haya tenido una relación 

parental análoga o una relación afectiva, alguna circunstancia que afecte su salud integral, u 

otra situación de fuerza mayor o caso fortuito. Esta solicitud debe presentarla ante la persona 

docente que imparte el curso, adjuntando el documento probatorio idóneo y las razones por las 

cuales no pudo efectuar la prueba, con el fin de que la persona docente determine, dentro de un 

plazo de tres días hábiles posteriores a la presentación de la solicitud, si procede una reposición. 

Si esta procede, la persona docente deberá fijar la fecha de reposición, la cual no podrá 

establecerse en un plazo menor de cinco días hábiles contados a partir del momento en que a la 

persona estudiante se le aprobó la reposición. En caso de rechazo, esta decisión podrá ser 

apelada ante la persona que dirige la unidad académica en los cinco días hábiles posteriores a 

la notificación del rechazo, según lo establecido en el Estatuto Orgánico de la Universidad de Costa 

Rica. [emphasis ours] 

 

Lineamientos en caso de entrega tardía de asignaciones 

 (Aprobado por la Comisión del Posgrado en Enseñanza del Inglés) 

En caso que una persona estudiante no envíe una asignación en la fecha indicada, se le 

podrá otorgar hasta un máximo de 5 días hábiles para su entrega, descontándole un 10% 

del valor de la nota obtenida por cada día hábil de atraso.  Una vez cumplido este plazo, la 

persona docente no recibirá ninguna entrega parcial o total.  Sin embargo, la persona 

estudiante quedaría exenta de esta penalización si existe una situación que justifique el 

atraso, según lo establecido en el artículo 24 del Reglamento de Régimen Académico 

https://www.cu.ucr.ac.cr/uploads/tx_ucruniversitycouncildatabases/normative/regimen_academico_estudiantil.pdf
https://www.cu.ucr.ac.cr/uploads/tx_ucruniversitycouncildatabases/normative/hostigamiento_sexual.pdf
https://www.cu.ucr.ac.cr/uploads/tx_ucruniversitycouncildatabases/normative/orden_y_disciplina.pdf
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Estudiantil.  Cualquiera sea el caso, es obligación de la persona estudiante informarle a su 

docente, por los medios institucionales oficiales, de la causa de la demora y aportar los 

documentos probatorios pertinentes. 

 
LINEAMIENTOS ACADÉMICOS Y ADMINISTRATIVOS PARA LA DOCENCIA CON 

COMPONENTE VIRTUAL  

 

Modificación y adición a la Resolución Vicerrectoría de Docencia VD-12784-2023 
 

La Vicerrectoría de Docencia establece las siguientes modificaciones en los 
Lineamientos Académicos y Administrativos para la Docencia en Ambientes 
Virtuales de Aprendizaje (Resolución VD-12784-2023): 
 
1. El inciso a del Artículo 41. Desarrollo de clases virtuales sincrónicas debe 
leerse de la siguiente manera: 
 

“Con el fin de facilitar la identificación y la participación activa de las personas matriculadas 
en el curso, las personas docentes deben invitar a que las personas estudiantes activen 
voluntariamente su audio y/o video durante el transcurso de la lección. 
 
La persona docente podrá establecer la activación obligatoria del audio y/o el video cuando, 
a su criterio, ello sea requerido para cumplir con los objetivos de aprendizaje. 
 
La privacidad y los derechos de imagen de todas las personas que participan en clases 
virtuales deben respetarse a cabalidad. Por este motivo, los videos, audios o capturas de 
pantalla correspondientes a clases virtuales, sincrónicas o asincrónicas, que incluyan la 
imagen, voz o datos personales de las personas participantes, requerirán el consentimiento 
expreso de dichas personas para su publicación en entornos virtuales u otras plataformas. 
 
Las grabaciones de clases divulgadas con propósitos didácticos deberán estar disponibles 
en plataformas institucionales como la aplicación Stream de Microsoft, la plataforma 
Mediación Virtual o algún repositorio institucional. 
 
En el caso de que una persona sea menor de edad, se requerirá el consentimiento expreso 
de sus responsables legales, en concordancia con la Ley de Protección de la Imagen, Voz y 
Datos Personales de las Personas Menores de Edad en Costa Rica”. (págs. 3-4) [emphasis 

ours] 
 

 

 

VIII. REFERENCES 

 

Main Course Textbooks: 

 

Cowan, R. (2008). The teacher’s grammar of English: A course book and reference guide. 

Cambridge University Press. 
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Hinkel, E. (Ed.). (2025). Practical grammar teaching for the second language classroom. 

Routledge. DOI: 10.4324/9781032650883  

 

Additional resources:  

Digital UCR library resources (access through UCR email and password, remotely or on 

campus): 

Richards, J. C., & Schmidt, R.W. (2013). Longman dictionary of language teaching and 

applied linguistics (4a ed.). Routledge. (Obra original publicada en 2010). 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315833835 

https://taylorfrancis.proxyucr.elogim.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781315833835/longman-dictionary-language-

teaching-applied-linguistics-richard-schmidt-jack-richards?context=ubx&refId=8babf5b0-b07f-4f5a-b433-

7e6335ab8259 

Robinson, P. (Ed.). (2013). The Routledge encyclopedia of second language acquisition. 

Routledge. 

https://ebookcentral.proxyucr.elogim.com/lib/sibdilibro-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1016020 

IX. TENTATIVE CHRONOGRAM 

Dates and assignments are subject to change. Assignments are for the following 

week. 

Week Topic / Activities Assigned readings 

Week 1 
Aug. 14 

• Introduction to the course 

• English learning experience 

• Course outline, materials, assignments, 
and class norms 

 
Grammar and Communication 

• What is grammar? 

 
Hinkel Ch. 2 (Tomlinson, 
pp. 24 – 50) 
 
Cowan Ch. 1 (pp. 1- 4) 

Week 2 
Aug. 21 

• Acquiring grammatical competence 
(Chapter presentation 1) 
 

Hinkel Ch. 3 (Nation, pp. 
53 – 71) 
 

Week 3 
Aug. 28 

• Principles of vocabulary and grammar 
learning (Chapter presentation 2) 

• Learning principles and grammar teaching 

Cowan Ch. 3 (pp. 28 – 42) 
 
Hinkel Ch. 1 (Ur, pp. 3 – 
20) 

Week 4 
Sept. 4 

• Approaches to teaching grammar 

• Evaluated in-class task 1 

Cowan Ch. 1 (pp. 4 – 8) 
 
Cowan Ch. 2 (pp. 12 – 27) 

Week 5 
Sept. 11 

Grammatical Points 

• Grammar rules and constraints 

• Factors affecting grammatical choices 
(Chapter presentation 3) 

• Sentence elements 

 

https://taylorfrancis.proxyucr.elogim.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781315833835/longman-dictionary-language-teaching-applied-linguistics-richard-schmidt-jack-richards?context=ubx&refId=8babf5b0-b07f-4f5a-b433-7e6335ab8259
https://taylorfrancis.proxyucr.elogim.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781315833835/longman-dictionary-language-teaching-applied-linguistics-richard-schmidt-jack-richards?context=ubx&refId=8babf5b0-b07f-4f5a-b433-7e6335ab8259
https://taylorfrancis.proxyucr.elogim.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781315833835/longman-dictionary-language-teaching-applied-linguistics-richard-schmidt-jack-richards?context=ubx&refId=8babf5b0-b07f-4f5a-b433-7e6335ab8259
https://ebookcentral.proxyucr.elogim.com/lib/sibdilibro-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1016020
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Week 6 
Sept. 18 

• Noun phrases 

• Verbs and verb phrases 

• Evaluated in-class task 2 
 

Cowan Ch. 3 (pp. 42 – 53) 

Week 7 
Sept. 25 

• Clauses  
 
Grammatical Errors 

• Causes of errors (Chapter presentation 4) 

• Addressing errors 

Hinkel Ch. 5 (Ferris, pp. 
103 – 124) 

Week 8 
Oct. 2 

Grammar and L2 Writing Instruction 

• Why, how, and when to teach grammar for 
L2 writing 

• Evaluated in-class task 3  

• Take-home exam (individual) due Oct. 
16 

Hinkel Ch. 6 (Hinkel, pp. 
127 – 156) 

Week 9 
Oct. 9 

• Selecting grammar for teaching L2 writing 
(Chapter presentation 5)  

Hinkel Ch. 9 (Sokolik, pp. 
211 – 240) 
 

Week 10 
Oct. 16 

• Hand in take-home exam. 
 
Technology and Grammar Teaching  
 

• Technological tools for grammar teaching  

• Evaluated in-class task 4 
 

Hinkel Ch. 11 (Liu et al., 
pp. 268 – 293) 

Week 11 
Oct. 23 

• Corpus tools and grammar teaching 
(Chapter presentation 6) 

 

Week 12 
Oct. 30 

Teaching project presentations 1 and 2  

Week 13 
Nov. 6 

Teaching project presentations 3 and 4  

Week 14 
Nov. 13 

Teaching project presentations 4 and 5  

Week 15 
Nov. 20 

Research project oral presentations  

Week 16 
Nov. 27 

Research project oral presentations  

Dec. 4 Research project written report due 
 

 

Final grades: Dec. 11 - 15 


