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I. Description 

 
English for Specific Purposes is a required course for the master's degree in English. It is 
offered over one semester, three hours a week: approximately two hours of synchronous 
instruction and practice (via Zoom) and an hour of asynchronous online instruction and 
practice, plus nine hours of readings and other academic activities related to the weekly 
timetable of activities, with access to assignments and weekly updates through the 
Mediación Virtual platform. This course intends to provide students with an overview of the 
theoretical and practical principles in the field of English for Specific Purposes (ESP).  The 
course will focus on the importance of ESP instruction for Costa Rican students pursuing 
careers that require academic studies in English, as well as for the workforce at both national 
and multinational entities that need to carry out international relations and commercial 
transactions.  
 
 
 

II. General Objectives 
 
By the end of the course, students will: 

1. Show understanding of ESP’s theoretical and practical foundation in order to identify 
language instruction needs in specific academic or occupational contexts.  

2. Apply basic principles and techniques to design field-specific tasks and activities.   
3. Demonstrate awareness of the procedures and requirements to implement ESP 

instruction in Costa Rica in order to foster learners’ successful performance in English 
in a variety of fields.  

 



 
III. Specific objectives 

 
1. Show understanding of the nature and role of ESP courses, 
2. Demonstrate awareness of difficulties and limitations in ESP courses, such as population 

heterogeneity, as well as solutions, 
3. Develop criteria to identify target learning groups and their specific needs, 
4. Analyze different cases and discuss procedures required to implement an ESP course. 
5. Relate learning strategies and communication skills to ESP instruction.  
6. Develop criteria to select, adapt, and design ESP teaching materials and tasks, 
7. Carry out research for a project in order to gather information related to learners’ needs 

for ESP courses, 
8. Develop activities which integrate key L2 language features to address ESP learners’ 

needs in course projects, and 
9. Demonstrate awareness of means of assessment in ESP courses and implement these 

basic evaluation principles in course projects. 
 

 
IV. Contents 

 

1. Addressing ESP learner needs 
2. ESP macroskills and microskills  
3. ESP carrier content and real content  
4. Developing needs analysis questionnaires 
5. General and specific ESP situations 
6. Text authenticity 
7. Genre analysis 
8. Discourse analysis 
9. Language issues in ESP instruction: lexicon and grammar 
10. Heterogenous and homogenous learner populations 
11. EAP instruction, classroom practice, and materials 
12. EOP instruction, classroom practice, and materials 
13. EBP instruction, classroom practice, and materials 
14. Approaches for ESP assessment 
 
 

V. Methodology 
 
 
Class Format: 100% online through Mediación Virtual and Zoom™ 
Class time will be used to generate discussion and analyze the readings assigned for each week. 
The instructor will review and supplement the material and guide the students in the discussion 
and analysis of the texts assigned. Students’ preparation and participation in discussions and 
class activities is fundamental because that facilitates assimilation of the course subject matter. 
Students will share their ideas individually and in groups, in both oral and written forms. 
Throughout the course, class participants will be given the means for and responsibility of 
developing professional, critical, and didactic competence. Before class, students have to 
complete reading assignments and activities. Likewise, homework and other tasks must be 



completed prior to each class. Daily preparation and participation are essential for the successful 
completion of course objectives. This course is fully delivered online on the official platform of the 
University of Costa Rica.  Alternative platforms might be used at the professor’s discretion and 
based on the students’ needs.  
  
The following activities will be incorporated throughout the course: varied asynchronous tasks, 
lectures, case studies, a research project, a written research report, an oral project presentation, 
pair and group work activities, whole-class discussions, a mid-year and a final evaluation task. 
 
 

VI. Evaluation 
 
Asynchronous Tasks (5) ...........................             20% (4% each) 
Midterm Assessment Task..…………………   20% 
Group Project Presentation........................                   20% 
Written Report on Project. …………….…..              20% 
Final Assessment Task  …………….............             20% 
 
 
All asynchronous tasks, projects, and exam dates will be duly indicated in the course 
schedule. The project guidelines will be included in the virtual platform of the course.  
 
Project and report 
 
1. For the project, students will work in groups to design questionnaires that they will use in 
order to gather information relevant to the design of EAP instruction.  
2. Groups will develop sample activities and materials for the potential implementation of said 
instruction based on analysis of questionnaire findings.   
3. The project requires an oral presentation with prior submission of instructional materials.   
4. A written report that covers the project process must also be submitted.   

 
Details regarding project presentations and the written report are included in the Project 
Guidelines.  

 
Additional Information 
 

• Assignments are due on the dates specified in the accompanying timetable. 

• Students must carefully proofread and edit all written work used in assignments, 
projects, exams and presentations. 

• All work must be of your own creation or include citations. Plagiarism will be 
considered a serious offense. See the notes on plagiarism below. 

• Students are responsible for assigned readings. 

• Participation is crucial; please justify any absences and contact the course instructor 
by email, stating the cause and day of absence through the official UCR e-mail.  

• Language use will be evaluated in student presentations and written reports (30% of 
the grade according to a pre-established rubric). Language feedback without a grade 
will be given after classroom activities whenever necessary. 



• Attached you will find the Rubric for the Use of English and APA Documentation Style 
in Written Assignments.  The rubrics for each of the assignments will be distributed 
throughout the semester.  

 

 
Notes and Norms on Plagiarism 
 

UCR Students Order and Discipline Regulations 
 

ARTICLE 4. The following are very serious offenses: 
a. Knowingly using falsified documents for any type of university request, be it 

administrative, academic, or of any other nature. 
b. Plagiarize, in whole or in part, intellectual works of any kind. 
c. Present as their own an intellectual work produced by another or other people, 

to meet the requirements of courses, final graduation assignments, or any such 
academic activities. 

 
ARTICLE 9. Infractions will be sanctioned according to the magnitude of the act with 
the following measures: 

 
a) Certain infractions are met with a minimum suspension of fifteen school days 

and up to six calendar months. 
b) Very serious offenses are met with a suspension of no less than six 

calendar months and up to six calendar years. 
 
Students’ work must be entirely their own.  Plagiarism is a serious academic offense and will 
be harshly penalized. It takes many forms, including copying the work of classmates. Another 
type is self-plagiarism.  In order to use a research paper that you wrote for another course as 
a starting point for a new paper, check with your professor first, and hand in a copy of the 
original paper.  
 
The most common type of plagiarism is “cutting and pasting” ideas, phrases, sentences or 
paragraphs that are found on the Internet or in printed books or articles into a document, 
without proper citation.   
 
              The following are recommendations from Purdue University to avoid plagiarism 
              (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01): 

a. Develop a topic based on what has already been said and written, but write 
something new and original. 

b. Rely on opinions of experts and authorities on a topic, but improve upon and/or 
disagree with those same opinions.  

c. Give credit to researchers who have come before you, but make your own 
significant contribution.  

d. Improve your English or fit into a discourse community by building upon what 
you hear and read, but use your own words and your own voice.  

 



VII. Required Reading – an anthology of these documents will be available, but here 
you have access to purchase or access the books separately. 
 

1. Introducing Course Design in English for Specific Purposes by Lindy Woodrow 
(2018) – entire book 
https://www.routledge.com/Introducing-Course-Design-in-English-for-Specific-
Purposes/Woodrow/p/book/9781138100671?srsltid=AfmBOoo0MbyTja9QkeBSJnOX0dHVjN
PY_PG448CZEL6tVLghfir_Bkn_ (online purchasing possibility) 

 
2. Introducing Needs Analysis and English for Specific Purposes  by James Dean Brown 
(2016) – entire book 
https://www.routledge.com/Introducing-Needs-Analysis-and-English-for-Specific-
Purposes/Brown/p/book/9781138803817 (online purchasing possibility) 

 
3. The Handbook of English for Specific Purposes Edited by Brian Paltridge and Sue 
Starfield (2013) – We will use the following chapters: 2,3,4,5,6,7,17,19,20,21 y 24. 
https://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Specific-Blackwell-Handbooks-
Linguistics/dp/1118941551 (online purchasing possibility) 

 
https://vulms.vu.edu.pk/Courses/ENG516/Downloads/The_Handbook_of_English_for_Specifi
c_Pur.pdf (pdf of handbook) 

 
 

4. Developments in English for Specific Purposes by Dudley-Evans and St. John (1998) – 
We will use the following chapters: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, y11 
https://www.amazon.com/Developments-English-Specific-Purposes-Multi-
Disciplinary/dp/0521596750 (online purchasing possibility) 

 
5. English for Specific Purposes in Theory and Practice by Diane Belcher (2012) – Only the 
introduction will be used 

 
6. English for Specific Purposes: A learning-centred approach by Hutchinson and Waters 
(1987) – Chapter 18 

 
7. ESP Reading: Some Implications for the Design of Materials by Salwa Abdul Ghani – 
printed article 
 
8. Introducing English for Specific Purposes by Laurence Anthony – Only one chapter will be 
used 
Amazon.com: Introducing English for Specific Purposes (Routledge Introductions to English 
for Specific Purposes): 0001138936650: Anthony, Laurence: Books (online purchasing 
possibility) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.routledge.com/Introducing-Course-Design-in-English-for-Specific-Purposes/Woodrow/p/book/9781138100671?srsltid=AfmBOoo0MbyTja9QkeBSJnOX0dHVjNPY_PG448CZEL6tVLghfir_Bkn_
https://www.routledge.com/Introducing-Course-Design-in-English-for-Specific-Purposes/Woodrow/p/book/9781138100671?srsltid=AfmBOoo0MbyTja9QkeBSJnOX0dHVjNPY_PG448CZEL6tVLghfir_Bkn_
https://www.routledge.com/Introducing-Course-Design-in-English-for-Specific-Purposes/Woodrow/p/book/9781138100671?srsltid=AfmBOoo0MbyTja9QkeBSJnOX0dHVjNPY_PG448CZEL6tVLghfir_Bkn_
https://www.routledge.com/Introducing-Needs-Analysis-and-English-for-Specific-Purposes/Brown/p/book/9781138803817
https://www.routledge.com/Introducing-Needs-Analysis-and-English-for-Specific-Purposes/Brown/p/book/9781138803817
https://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Specific-Blackwell-Handbooks-Linguistics/dp/1118941551
https://www.amazon.com/Handbook-Specific-Blackwell-Handbooks-Linguistics/dp/1118941551
https://vulms.vu.edu.pk/Courses/ENG516/Downloads/The_Handbook_of_English_for_Specific_Pur.pdf
https://vulms.vu.edu.pk/Courses/ENG516/Downloads/The_Handbook_of_English_for_Specific_Pur.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Developments-English-Specific-Purposes-Multi-Disciplinary/dp/0521596750
https://www.amazon.com/Developments-English-Specific-Purposes-Multi-Disciplinary/dp/0521596750
https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Introducing-Specific-Purposes-Routledge-Introductions/dp/1138936650?language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Introducing-Specific-Purposes-Routledge-Introductions/dp/1138936650?language=en_US
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IX. Class Guidelines 

 
1. You are expected to develop and contribute to all class and out-of-class work by following 
UCR’s objectives for rigorous, creative, ethical, and critical work at the graduate level 
(Reglamento General del SEP, article 1). 
 
2. When required, you are expected to provide critical but respectful feedback on your 
classmates’ work based on the course objectives. 
 
3. No late assignments will be accepted and no make-up tests administered, except when 
permitted by UCR regulations and upon the timely presentation of the required documents 
(Reglamento de Régimen Académico Estudiantil, article 24). 

 

Lineamientos en caso de entrega tardía de asignaciones 
 

En caso que una persona estudiante no envíe una asignación en la fecha indicada, se le 
podrá otorgar hasta un máximo de 5 días hábiles para su entrega, descontándole un 10% 
del valor de la nota obtenida por cada día hábil de atraso.  Una vez cumplido este plazo, la 
persona docente no recibirá ninguna entrega parcial o total.  Sin embargo, la persona 
estudiante quedaría exenta de esta penalización si existe una situación que justifique el 
atraso, según lo establecido en el artículo 24 del Reglamento de Régimen Académico 
Estudiantil.  Cualquiera sea el caso, es obligación de la persona estudiante informarle a su 
docente, por los medios institucionales oficiales, de la causa de la demora y aportar los 
documentos probatorios pertinentes. 
 
4. All work must be word-processed and conform to any guidelines and instructions provided. 
Use 12-point Arial or Times New Roman fonts (avoid fonts containing Serifs, as advised in 
UCRs manuals, for accessibility issues). 
 
5. Beware of committing plagiarism, which is a serious academic offense. To avoid it, you 
must know its definition, types, and ways to avoid it. 
 
6. You must use the APA documentation and reference manual (7th edition). 

 
REGLAMENTO DE ORDEN Y DISCIPLINA DE LOS ESTUDIANTES 

DE LA UNIVERSIDAD DE COSTA RICA 

 
Artículo 4. Son faltas muy graves: 
 



g) Utilizar, con conocimiento de causa, documentos falsificados, para cualquier gestión 
universitaria administrativa, académica o de cualquier índole. 
j) Plagiar, en todo o en parte, obras intelectuales de cualquier tipo. 
k) Presentar como propia una obra intelectual elaborada por otra u otras personas, para 
cumplir con los requisitos de cursos, trabajos finales de graduación o actividades académicas 
similares. 
 
Artículo 9. Las faltas serán sancionadas según la magnitud del hecho con las siguientes 
medidas: 
 
a) Las faltas muy graves, con suspensión de su condición de estudiante regular no menor 
de seis meses calendario, hasta por seis años calendario. 
b) Las graves con suspensión de quince días lectivos a seis meses calendario. 
 
Según la Oficina Jurídica de la Universidad de Costa Rica, el plagio es un tipo de fraude 
considerado muy grave, por lo tanto para su sanción se debe aplicar el Artículo 4, inciso g) del 
Reglamento de Orden y Disciplina de los Estudiantes de la Universidad de Costa Rica y los 
procedimientos establecidos en los artículos del 11 al 20. 
 
REGLAMENTO DE RÉGIMEN ACADÉMICO ESTUDIANTIL 

 
ARTÍCULO 22. Debe observarse el siguiente procedimiento, en relación con la calificación, 
entrega e impugnación de los resultados de cualquier prueba de evaluación, salvo 
disposición expresa en contrario: 
a) El profesor debe entregar a los alumnos las evaluaciones calificadas y todo 
documento o material sujeto a evaluación, a más tardar diez días hábiles después de 
haberse efectuado las evaluaciones y haber recibido los documentos. . . . 
 
ARTÍCULO 24. Cuando la persona estudiante se vea imposibilitada, por razones 
justificadas, para efectuar una evaluación en la fecha fijada, puede presentar una solicitud 
de reposición a más tardar en cinco días hábiles a partir del momento en que se reintegre 
normalmente a sus estudios. 
Son justificaciones, según lo que establece el artículo 14 bis de este reglamento, la muerte 
de parientes hasta de segundo grado, de una persona con la que haya tenido una relación 
parental análoga o una relación afectiva, alguna circunstancia que afecte su salud integral, u 
otra situación de fuerza mayor o caso fortuito. 
Esta solicitud debe presentarla ante la persona docente que imparte el curso, adjuntando el 
documento probatorio idóneo y las razones por las cuales no pudo efectuar la prueba, con el 
fin de que la persona docente determine, dentro de un plazo de tres días hábiles posteriores 
a la presentación de la solicitud, si procede una reposición. 
Si esta procede, la persona docente deberá fijar la fecha de reposición, la cual no podrá 
establecerse en un plazo menor de cinco días hábiles contados a partir del momento en que 
a la persona estudiante se le aprobó la reposición. 
En caso de rechazo, esta decisión podrá ser apelada ante la persona que dirige la unidad 
académica en los cinco días hábiles posteriores a la notificación del rechazo, según lo 
establecido en el Estatuto Orgánico de la Universidad de Costa Rica. 
  



LINEAMIENTOS ACADÉMICOS Y ADMINISTRATIVOS PARA LA DOCENCIA CON 

COMPONENTE VIRTUAL 
 
Modificación y adición a la Resolución Vicerrectoría de Docencia VD-12784-2023 
 
La Vicerrectoría de Docencia establece las siguientes modificaciones en los 
Lineamientos Académicos y Administrativos para la Docencia en Ambientes 
Virtuales de Aprendizaje (Resolución VD-12784-2023): 
 
1. El inciso a del Artículo 41. Desarrollo de clases virtuales sincrónicas debe 
leerse de la siguiente manera: 
 

“Con el fin de facilitar la identificación y la participación activa de las personas matriculadas en el curso, 
las personas docentes deben invitar a que las personas estudiantes activen voluntariamente su audio 
y/o video durante el transcurso de la lección. 
 
La persona docente podrá establecer la activación obligatoria del audio y/o el video cuando, a su 
criterio, ello sea requerido para cumplir con los objetivos de aprendizaje. 
 
La privacidad y los derechos de imagen de todas las personas que participan en clases virtuales deben 
respetarse a cabalidad. Por este motivo, los videos, audios o capturas de pantalla correspondientes a 
clases virtuales, sincrónicas o asincrónicas, que incluyan la imagen, voz o datos personales de las 
personas participantes, requerirán el consentimiento expreso de dichas personas para su publicación 
en entornos virtuales u otras plataformas. 
 
Las grabaciones de clases divulgadas con propósitos didácticos deberán estar disponibles en 
plataformas institucionales como la aplicación Stream de Microsoft, la plataforma Mediación Virtual o 
algún repositorio institucional. 
 
En el caso de que una persona sea menor de edad, se requerirá el consentimiento expreso de sus 
responsables legales, en concordancia con la Ley de Protección de la Imagen, Voz y Datos Personales 

de las Personas Menores de Edad en Costa Rica”. (págs. 3-4) [emphasis ours] 
 

 

TENTATIVE COURSE 

TIMETABLE II-2025 

 

Week Date Readings and activities Assignments 

1 
 

August 13 
 

Program, Timetable, Team Project 

 

 

 

 

 
2 

 

 

 
August 20 

NATURE AND ROLE OF ESP COURSES 

*Chapter 1: “Overview of English for Specific 

Purposes” (Woodrow, pp. 5-20) 

*Chapter 1: “Introduction to ESP” (Dudley-

Evans & St. John, pp. 1-17) 

*Chapter 2: “A Historical Perspective on ESP” 

(Dudley-Evans & St. John, pp. 18-33) 

* “What ESP Is and Can Be: An Introduction” 

(Belcher, pp. 1-20) 

 

Asynchronous 

Task #1 

Due August 27 



 

 

 

 
3 

 

 

 
August 27 

NATURE AND ROLE OF ESP COURSES 

*Chapter 3: “English for Academic Purposes” 

(Dudley-Evans & St. John, pp. 34-50) 

*Chapter 4: “English for Business Purposes” 

(Dudley-Evans & St. John, pp. 53-73) 

*Chapter 7: “English for Academic Purposes” 

(Charles [handbook], pp.139-153) 

*Chapter 5: “Teaching English for Specific 

Purposes” (Woodrow, pp. 51-61) 

*Chapter 6: “Learning English for Specific 

Purposes” (Woodrow, pp. 62-73) 

 

 
 

Asynchronous 

Task #2 

Due September 

3 

 
4 

 
September 

3 

DIFFICULTIES AND LIMITATIONS 

*Chapter 5: “Language Issues in ESP” 

(Dudley-Evans & St. John, pp. 74 – 94) 

* “Critical Perspectives in ESP” (Starfield 

[handbook] pp. 461 – 479) 

*Chapter 9: “Dealing with Challenges in ESP” 

(Anthony, pp. 163-184) 

 

 
Asynchronous 

Task #3 

Due September 

10 

 

5 

September 

10 

SKILLS AND ESP 

* Chapter 6: “The Skills in EAP and EOP: 

(Dudley-Evans & St. John, pp. 96-120) 

* “Language and Skills in English for Specific 

Purposes” (Woodrow, pp. 32-41) 

*Vocabulary and English for Specific 

Purposes” (Woodrow, pp. 42-51) 

* Chapters 2-6 from The Handbook of English 

for Specific Purposes (Paltridge and Starfield, 

pp. 35-132) 

 

6 
September 

17 

NEEDS ANALYSIS 

*Chapter 1: “Defining needs analysis in 

English for specific purposes (ESP)” 

(Brown, pp. 4-29) 

*Chapter 2: “Focusing the ESP needs 

analysis” (Brown, pp.30-56) 

Asynchronous 

Task #4 

Due September 

24 



*Chapter 3: “Selecting and sequencing 

ESP needs analysis data collection 

procedure” (Brown, pp. 57-90) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week Date Readings and activities Assignments 

 
 

 

7 
 

 

 
 

September 

24 

 

 

NEEDS ANALYSIS 

*Chapter 17 of the handbook “Needs Analysis 

and Curriculum Development in ESP” 

(Flowerdew, pp. 325-346) 

* Chapter 2: “Needs Analysis and ESP course 

design” (Woodrow, pp.21-31) 

* Chapter 7: “Needs analysis and evaluation” 

(Dudley-Evans & St. John, pp. 121 – 143) 

 

 
 
 

 
8 

 
 
 

 
October 1 

NEEDS ANALYSIS  

* Chapter 4: “Collecting ESP needs analysis 

data” (Brown, pp. 94 – 121) 

* Chapter 5: “Analyzing and interpreting ESP 

needs analysis data” (Brown, pp. 122 – 152) 

* Chapter 6: “Using the NA results in the rest 

of the ESP curriculum” (Brown, pp. 156 – 

183) 

* Chapter 7: “Reporting on the ESP needs 

analysis project” (Brown, pp. 184 – 207) 

 
Preliminary 

Proposal for 

Project uploaded 

before midnight 

tonight (October 

1) 

 
9 

 
October 8 

 

MIDTERM ASSESSMENT TASK  

 

 
 

10 

 
   October 15 

 

DIGITAL DETOX WEEK (“Semana de la 

Desconexión Tecnológica) 

 

 

 

 
 

11 

 

 
   October 22 

APPROACHES TO ESP COURSE DESIGN 

* Chapter 9: “Genre” (Woodrow, pp. 99 – 

109) 

* Chapter 10: “Discourse Analysis” 

(Woodrow, pp. 110 – 120) 

* Chapter 11: “Corpora” (Woodrow, pp. 121- 

130) 

* Chapter 12: “Discipline-based 

methodologies” (Woodrow, pp. 131-139) 

* Chapter 13: “Specific EAP approaches” 

Asynchronous 

Task #5 

Due October 29 



(Woodrow, pp. 140-151) 

* Chapter 14: “The role of materials” 

(Woodrow, pp. 152-161) 

*Chapter 15: “Resources” (Woodrow, pp. 

163-182) 

 

 
12 

 

 
October 29 

APPROACHES TO ESP COURSE DESIGN  

* Chapter 8: “Course design” (Dudley-Evans 

& St. John, pp. 145-169) 

*Chapter 21 from the handbook “ESP and 

corpus studies” (Nesi, pp. 407 – 426) 

* “Materials design and production” 

(Hutchinson & Waters, 259-271) 

* “ESP Reading: Some implications for the 

design of materials” (Ghani, pp. 117-120) 

 

Week Date Readings and activities Assignments 

 
 

13 

 

 
November 

5 

ASSESSMENT 

* Chapter 11: “Assessment: Continuous 

assessment and testing” (Dudley-Evans & 

St. John, pp. 211-261) 

*Chapter 19 from the handbook: “ESP and 

Assessment” (Douglas, pp. 367 – 383) 

* Chapter 8: “Assessment of English for 

specific purposes” (Woodrow, pp. 84 – 96) 

 

 
 

 
14 

 
 
 

November 

12 

TECHNOLOGY  

* Chapter 20 from the handbook: 

“Technology and ESP” (Bloch, pp. 385 – 

402) 

* Chapter 7: “Technology and English for 

specific purposes” (Woodrow, pp. 74-83) 

 

 

15 

 
November 

19 

 

NEEDS ANALYSIS PROJECT 

PRESENTATIONS 

All needs 

analysis project 

materials 

uploaded by 5 

p.m. today.  

 

16 

 
November 

26 

 

NEEDS ANALYSIS PROJECT 

PRESENTATIONS 

Upload final 

written report by  

11:59 p.m. 

November 30, 

2025 



 
 

17 

 
 

December 

3 

 
 
FINAL ASSESSMENT TASK  

 

 

The rubric for the Use of English and APA Documentation Style in Written 
Assignments is attached below. 
 
 



 



 

 

Rubric for the Use of English and APA Documentation Style in Written 
Assignments 

Approved by the Master’s Committee, Acta de Sesión PPEILE #14-2020 

 Excellen
t 30-
28% 

Very 
Good 
27-
26% 

Good 
25-

24% 

Avera
ge 
23-
19% 

Poor – Very 
Poor 

18-1% 

L 
A 
N 
G 
U 
A 
G 
E 

 

U 
S 
E 

-applies the principles 

of formal academic 

writing with no 
errors in sentence 

structure, 

subordination, 

agreement, tense, voice, 

number, word order, 

word form, coherence, 

cohesion, clarity, and 

register 

-virtually no errors in 

punctuation, spelling, 

articles, prepositions, 

possessive nouns, and 

collocations 

-ample vocabulary 

range; consistently 
effective and 
precise word choice 
with only isolated 

errors, if any 

-applies the principles 

of formal academic 

writing with no 
errors in sentence 

structure, 

subordination, 

agreement, tense, 

voice, word order, and 

word form; virtually 
no errors in 
coherence, 
cohesion, clarity, 
and register 

-isolated errors 
(no more than 
two) in 

punctuation, 

spelling, articles, 

prepositions, 

possessive nouns, 

or collocations; 

 

-ample vocabulary 

range with mostly 
effective and 
precise word 

choice 

-applies the principles 

of formal academic 

writing with no 
errors in sentence 

structure, 

subordination, 

agreement, tense, 

voice, word order, and 

word form, with few 
errors in coherence, 

cohesion, clarity, or 
register 

-occasional errors 
in punctuation, 

spelling, articles, 

prepositions, 

possessive nouns, or 
collocations 

 

-adequate 
vocabulary range with 

occasional errors 
in word choice 

-applies several of 

the principles of 

formal academic 

writing with no 
errors in 

sentence structure, 

subordination, tense, 

voice, word form but 
with some errors 
in coherence, 

cohesion, clarity, 

register, word order, 

spelling, punctuation, 

articles, prepositions, 

possessive nouns, or 
collocations 

 

-somewhat 
limited vocabulary 

range, with 
several errors in 

word choice 

-insufficient 

mastery of 

academic writing 

conventions, 

language 

rules/usage for 

master’s level 

work 

-contains one or 
more errors that 
affect 
professionalism 

: e.g. fragment(s), 

run-on(s), or comma 

splice(s); problems 

with voice, tense, 

agreement, word 

form, coherence, etc. 

-limited vocabulary 

range and poor 
word choice 



 

  

A 
P 
A 

No errors in 

quotations, 

paraphrasing, 

parenthetical 

references, the 

references page, the 

use of numbers, the 

format and use of 

tables and figures, and 

any other relevant 

convention 

No more than two 

errors total in APA use 

No more than three 

errors total in APA use 

No more than 

four errors total 

in APA use 

Five or more 

errors in APA use 

Notes: 
1. When a student’s performance falls within two or more rubric categories, the professor may provide an average or select the most representative assessment criteria, 

accordingly. 

2. Plagiarism of any kind (material from another source, material generated by artificial intelligence, self-plagiarism, incorrect attribution of the work of an author to another 

one, and other kinds, as indicated in the APA Manual or in UCR regulations) will result in an automatic grade of 0. 

3. Professors may reject assignments with serious errors ad portas and require further editing.  This will result in losing a percentage of the grade when submitting for a 

second time.  No professor is required to correct errors that are the student’s responsibility to correct. 

4. Required preliminary versions of any written assignment will be evaluated following the same criteria above, as part of the Program’s compliance with Article 1 of 

Reglamento General del SEP: 

 

ARTÍCULO 1. Propósito del Sistema de Estudios de Posgrado 

El Sistema de Estudios de Posgrado (en adelante SEP) organiza, orienta, impulsa, administra y evalúa los estudios de posgrado en 

la Universidad de Costa Rica. Su objetivo es formar personas investigadoras, docentes y profesionales del más alto nivel, capaces 

de desarrollar sus actividades de manera independiente o colectiva, con rigurosidad crítica, creativa y ética, en beneficio de la 

sociedad. 
 

 


