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I. Course Description 
 
This course is a graduate seminar that focuses on the convergence of vegan ecofeminism and 
queer ecologies. The complex relationship between this theoretical intersection, that is, the 
specific field of vegan queer ecofeminism and Vegan Studies alone is an area of debate in 
which students will participate. Primordially based on by now well-understood theories of 
gender, power, and the production and creation of knowledge, this course problematizes queer 
ecologies as a field of study that repeatedly ignores the immeasurable debt that it owes to 
traditional ecofeminist theorists. In this course we will actively work to highlight ecofeminist 
contributions to prominently white, cisgender, heterosexual, upper-class, able-bodied, Global 
North-dominated fields of study, such as ecocriticism, in an overtly political move to visibilize 
the extreme relevance of ecofeminist women critics in contemporary theoretical discourses of 
culture(s), literature, the relationship(s) between the human and the non-human, and planetary 
devastation. In other words, students will become fluent in the methodology and theory of 
vegan queer ecofeminism, both an uncommon and a cutting-edge field. Throughout the 
semester, students will work actively at both the theoretical and the practical levels, by not only 
intelligently engaging with complex theory but also by applying it to the analysis of literary 
works by women, thereby demonstrating advanced composition and research skills. 
 
II. General Objectives 
 
By the end of the semester students will be able to 
 



A. Understand the theory of vegan queer ecofeminism at a proficient level. 
B. Apply the methodology of vegan queer ecofeminism to various literary texts by 
women. 
C. Actively engage in the theoretical and practical implications of vegan queer 
ecofeminism. 
 
III. Specific Objectives 
 
By the end of the semester students will be able to: 
 
A. Fully understand the relevance of traditional ecofeminist critics’ contributions to 
male-dominated vegan queer ecofeminism-adjacent fields such as ecocriticism. 
B. Fully understand queer ecologies and the need to interrogate its limitations 
especially in terms of the human / non-human binary and its theoretical 
complications. 
C. Engage in critical discussions about how the theories of queer and vegan 
ecofeminist women paved the way for fields like Vegan Studies, which simply 
would not exist otherwise. 
D. Proficiently apply the terminology and method of vegan queer ecofeminism in 
concise, specific, and intelligent essays based on literary texts by women. 
E. Efficiently and proficiently run an advanced graduate class, with full and clear 
preparation, adequate presentation materials, proper time management and 
appropriate encouragement of class participation. 
F. Write an excellently written, thoroughly researched, theoretically and analytically 
sound, publishable final article on vegan queer ecofeminism. 
 
IV. Contents 
 
1. Traditional Ecofeminism 
 
2. Ecocriticism 
 
3. Queer Ecologies 
 
4. Vegan Queer Ecofeminism 
 
5. Vegan Studies 
 
V. Methodology 
 
The assigned readings for this course will challenge students. Of course, the instructor 
will lecture and offer guidance during class discussions and presentations; 
nevertheless, students are expected to lead discussions and bring their own 
observations, experiences and intellectual concerns with the readings to the virtual 
class; that is, prior student preparation is fundamental for the successful completion 
of the course. In virtual class discussions, we will consider the assigned readings in 



relation to the contemporary and historical intellectual and political movements in 
which they figure and their meanings for our political reality today. Class discussions 
will draw from various academic disciplines including ecofeminism(s), queer 
ecologies, animal studies, vegan studies, cultural studies and literary theory and from 
a variety of literature. Class time will include asynchronous as well as synchronous 
activities. The instructor will not accept late work except in highly qualified 
exceptions. Tardiness and lack of preparation will not be tolerated. Any written work 
that is poor in any language area will not be accepted. The course is 100% virtual (40% 
asynchronous and 60% synchronous) and will use Mediación Virtual, the official university 
platform for Zoom scheduled meetings, either with the whole class or individual appointments, 
and the uploading of all evaluated work. All sessions will be recorded. 
 
VI. Evaluation 
 
Evaluation is continuous in the sense that student performance will be observed during each 
class. Students are responsible for all material discussed and/or assigned. We will have both 
synchronous and asynchronous class sessions. The base platform will be Mediación Virtual, 
which is the university’s official one; students will upload all graded assignments and essays 
there, even if it is the link that redirects to another platform, such as Padlet or Flipgrid, for 
example. Any assignment that does not comply with the latest edition of the MLA, or meet the 
language and composition levels expected of this proficiency level will not be graded. The final 
grade will be based on the following: 
 
Class Work 20% 
Student-run Seminar Session (s) 25% 
Short Essays (3-5 pages) 20% 
Final Essay (15 pages) 35% 
 
Assignments 
 
Class Work: Student work during class requires active participation in discussions, which will 
show in oral participation during synchronous sessions and written participation during 
asynchronous sessions (facilitated by means of Mediación Virtual). Oral and written responses to 
classmates’ participation is fundamental to the development of course objectives.  
 
Student-run Seminar Session: These sessions will be entirely up to the students in charge, who 
will submit a suitable Session Proposal to the professor beforehand for approval and will 
essentially run the class that day. They will prepare an initial presentation of the theory readings 
and guide the class discussion by means of complex questions and directed activities. Extreme 
attention to rigorous theoretical expertise and creativity in terms of application will be key to the 
evaluation of these sessions.   
 
Short Essays: These essays are brief thinking exercises in which the students will start exploring 
the many ways the theoretical concepts studied in class can be successfully applied to literature 
and other works of art. The students will have several short stories, videos, movies or poetry 
selections to choose from to write their essays.   



 
Final Essay: This essay is the academic goal of the course. The professor will assign each 
student a novel that fits the course objectives in terms of theory application possibilities, and they 
will write a publishable article that they will then submit for review after receiving feedback. The 
professor will support each student carefully during the pre-writing process.  
 
VII. Tentative Timetable 
 
 

 
WEEK 

 
TOPIC 

 
EVALUATION 

 
1 
 

Ecofeminism  

2 
 

Ecofeminism  

3 (A.S.) 
 

Ecofeminism / Ecocriticism  

4 
 

Ecofeminism / Ecocriticism Student Seminar 

5 (A.S.) 
 

Queer Ecologies Student Seminar 

6 
 

Queer Ecologies Short Essay 1 

7 
 

Queer Ecologies  

8 (A.S.) 
 

Queer Ecologies  

9 (A.S.) 
 

Vegan Studies Student Seminar 

10 
 

Vegan Studies Short Essay 2 

11 
 

Vegan Studies  

12 (A.S.) 
 

Vegan Queer Ecofeminism Student Seminar 

13 
 

Vegan Queer Ecofeminism  

14 
 

Vegan Queer Ecofeminism  

15 (A.S.) 
 

Vegan Queer Ecofeminism  

16 
 

Vegan Queer Ecofeminism Final Essay Due 
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